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pillars of the Mandapam in the temple and two of
them dated in A.D. 1407 and 1428 contain a gene-
logy of chiefs who claimed Eastern Chalukya
ancestry and bore the Eastern Chaiukya titles of
Sarvalokasraya and Vishnuvardhana.

Anakapalle (Anakapalle Taluk) : Anakapalle
the headquarter of the taluk of the same name is
situated at a distance of 34 kms. west of Vishakha-
patnam. This town is an important wholesale
marketing centre for jaggery which is exported to
various places in the country. It is also famous for
sugarcane and guava fruits. The town is also
known for its brass industry, especially for the
manufacture of household utensils. Of the temples
at the place, the shrine of Kanyaka Parameswari is
the most important.

Sankaram (Sabbavaram Taluk): Sankaram is
a small village which is over six kilometres from
Anakapalle. There are two low contiguous rock
hills running east and west which are locally known
as the Bojjanakonda. They contain some notable
Buddhist remains. Three huge stupas at three
different places were cut with great difficulty from
the rocks in these hills. The biggest of these is
about nine metres in diametre. On the eastern side
of the hills is a rock cut temple with numerous
Buddhist sculptures and also a life size statue of
Buddha. Sankaram is a place of archaeological
importance.

Appikonda (Vishakhapatnam Taluk): This is a
small village situated on the coast of the Bay of
Bengal at a distance of 18 kms. from Vishakhapat-
nam. Kapilamahamuni is said to have installed the
image of Somalingeswara Swamyin this village. So
it was called Kapilakonda. Formerly fishermen used
to live in those places and they called it Apilakonda
which gradually became Appikonda. It assumed
religious importance owing to the existence of a
Siva temple containing a life-size bull carved out of
black stone. There are also other small temples
around the Siva temple but they are covered with
sand-dunes and their Gopurams alone are visible.
The Siva temple contains inscriptions of the 12th
century A.D. These inscriptions mention that this
village was granted by a commander-in-chief of the
chodas for the maintenance of worship in the
temple. The Sivaratri festival celebrated here is
attended by a large number of devotees.

Simhachalam (Vishakhapatnam Taluk): Simha-
chalam, a hamlet of Adivivaram   village, is a place

of pilgrimage in Vishakhapatnam taluk. It is situa-
ted on the Simhachclam range of hills. It is
about 16 kilometres from Vishakhapatnam connected
by both rail and road. The Simhachalam temple, the
man lion incarnation of Vishnu, is the most famous
the richest and the best sculptured shrine. The
word Simhachalam etymologically means the hill of
the lion.

The temple of Varaha Lakshminarasimha is
situated on the hill which is 244 metres above the
sea level. The way up to the temple runs through
the glen covered with pineapple fields besides
mango, jack and other fruit trees. Architecturally
this ancient temple deserves high praise. It con-
tains a square shrine surmounted by a high tower,
a portico infront with a smaller tower, a square
sixteen pillared mandapam facing the portico and an
enclosing Verandah, all made of dark granite. All these
are richly and delicately carved with conventional
and floral ornaments and scenes from the Varshna-
vite puranas. One of the pillars locally known as
the Kappam Stambham (tribute pillar) is believed to
possess great curative powers. There is a stone car
with stone wheels and prancing stone horses.

The image of the deity is small and always kept
covered with sandal paste. In May every year this
sandal paste is removed ceremoniously at the
festival called Chandanayatra. On the north side of
the temple there is an excellent Natyamandapam
where Kalyanotsavam is performed. This mandapam
is supported by 96 pillars of black stone, exquisitely
carved and arranged in sixteen rows of six each.
The exact age of the temple is not known, but it
contains an inscription dated as far back as A. D.
1098-99 of the Chola King Kulottunga-l who
conquered the Kafing territories. Another inscrip-
tion shows that a queen of the Velanadu chief
Gonka 111 (A. D. 1137-56) covered the image with
gold. A third says that the Eastern Ganga king
Narasimha I built the central shrine, the Mukha-
mandapam, the Natyamandapam and the enclosing
verandah in black stone and the other grants
inscribed on its walls make it a place of historical
importance. The most important festivals celebrated
here are 1) The Kalyanam of Varaha Lakshminara-
simha (March-April) 2) Chandana yatra (May) and
3) Vishakha poornima (May) and large number of
devotees congregate here during these festivals.
Apart from the religious importance attached to
the place, Simhachalam is a place of enchanting
scenic beauty.